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Formal learning Nen-formal learning Informal learning
Learning is structured {e_g., linear
learning objectives)
Learning is promoted through

Leaming may be structured Leaming is not structured

Learning is promoted through indirect teaching behaviours

direct teaching behaviours
Leamning is intended (by educator Leaming is intended by the Leaming may not be
and learner) learner intended by the learner
Leamning is recognised by the Leaming is recognised by the Leaming may not be
leamer and educator learmer recognised by the learner

Maotivation for learning is

Motivation for learning may be exirinsic to the learner L
g may intrinsic to the leamer

Learning takes place in Leaming can take place in Leamning can take place
educational institutions educational institutions anywhere
Lea mlng_has a_mandated Learning has a voluntary dimension
dimension
Leamning is not recognized
Leaming may be recognised or measured through qualifications or measured through
qualifications
Learning may primarily focus on Learning may focus on both propositional and procedural
propositional knowledge knnwledge”
Leaming tends to have a Leaming involves cognitive, emotional, social and behavioural
cognifive emphasis elements
Curriculum is written down Curriculum may be written Curmriculum is not written
down down

Leaming process is top down’,

Focusing on developing speciic Learning process is ‘bottomn up’, focusing on the leamer and

knowledge and skills b LU
Leaming follows formal curriculum Learning may complement formal curricula
Learning is often linked to

Leaming may not be linked to socialisation™ S
socialisation
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